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FOREWORD

It is pechaps customary to write a few words of apology
before inflicing a new magazine or special book on the
public. I make no apology.

This little magazine is published by Pioneers for Pioneers
and their friends. Anyone else who buys it does so at his
own peril, but if he thinks it interesting we hope he finds
our next number more so.

If No. ! of the “Pioneer” brings a smule and even a little
cheerfulness info the lives of some of our Pioneer Comradas
working and fighting in all parts of the world, then all who
have helped in the production will be happy. Many difficulties
have had to be cleared before we could proceed at all. These
have been overcome and it is hoped to make a moathly issue
as fong as we remain in the Faeroes. My thanks are duc to
our Editer, Major J. E. Karney, &and to all those who have
worked for and contributed to this issue, ’

i take this opportunity on behalf of all Ranks in 30
Group Pioneer Corps, of sending to our Direclor and all
brother Pioneers our best wishes for 1943 and a happy and
safe refurn Home when Peace shall dawn.
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The Chronicles

of Livinhut s »
(Clerk awaiting Qrdens.)

There will be two memarable
dates. Date of disembarkation from
the UK. and date of reembarka.
tion. Two oppaites which will en-
<lose many happenings not to be
enlicely forgotten. For instanes on
Fridavy 19th Scplember therg was
an occusrence unique. AL 17X hn
fiftcen ceates, and two barrels, of
beer were delivered to the canteen
and at 1930 hms . there wag a pay
parade with pleaty of Kroncr—-
unigue occurrence of two good thing

- Twe LEES ] I"h;n.:lj

r-uh:':ﬂ.q one bad

making one bad. The following
day (ref, 256) & healthy Plonecr was
given M.AV. and turped septic, a
septic Pionmeer was glyen M, 6 D
and turmed sour.

Another good and another bad
thing:happened during September.
A busndle of pencils was received
from the Statlonery Office: this
was a good thing. The C5M. cotered
the Orderly Rocas 21 the came e
ss the pencils; thiz was 3 bad thing.

7

N EEBER

From Moy 28th to September the

moit memorable ovenl war  une

doubtedly the completlon of the
camp paths. The path to the Cane
teen w2r viewed with general ape
proval (who was delighted) and is
temted,  expecially
2280 hrs

still  constantly

between 1900 and The

path to the Orderly Room has hed
more traffic 31 1800 b, one in
three 2t this Ume being aples
Falling into line with the spirit
of collaboration and interlodking
of efort 2 FordDennis amalgamm
wes effected on the laketide road
durlng O<tober. Quoe result was
that 3 30 cwt truck belooging to
the younger Ford (Old Ford's son)
received a3 dent in the boonet from
Dennis. Technjeally known 23 2n
‘indent’ thiy required belp from the
Light Add Depor. This Depot haa
no connection with the [amous
Light Brigade which was put oo 3
charge I the Crimea. This Lught
ut wvery little zbout the Rueslans
but it may bave ingpited Americans
i Rhode Island to kolt Balaclavas
for Plomecrs In ‘the Fatress and
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annot, therefore, be consdered cnr
teely bad.

This Chronfele would not be
complete witheut a2 mention of
Sundsvs  Bvery other Sunday s
called a restaday, though the cxact
reason for this {4 not known., On
these days H B pot unusual o gee
Pioncers exploring the hllls and
waterways of the Island, but the
shade of Lewis Carroll turned over
when the Sergeants Meom was emp
tied for a Recce:

O Sergeants come and see with ug,
The O.C. did beseech,

"The distant spot, the pleassat plot
Where we thall 6ill the beesch.
We cannot do withoul you now
—It's not beyond your reach.’

The senior sergeant looked at him
But not a word he 2aid,

The snlor sergeant bilnked hiz eye
And shook his heawy head,
Meaning o say he did not choose
To leave his yeaming bed.

PIONEERR

‘But walt a2 bit” the others cried,
"Before we take the track,

For some of ws are out of breath
And all of ua aze Fat”

'Ger mebile' wid the C8.M
They thaoked him muwch for that

Mow here we are, the QO wid
‘Bebold you ce the plage

Where you and | and all of us
Perhuaps one day will face

The terror and the fury

OF the Germanic race.”

'O Sergeants wafd the 2dn.L
“You've had a pleagsnt run

Shall we be bwofting howme agalm?
Hut answer came ﬁtﬂ none.

And this was scarcely odd becavae
They'd falnted every oae.

L] -
[ ]

Livinhet dares to predict that
during March =till more pitching
will be lald, stilf more M. & V.
caten and the second of the memon
sble dates will become still nearer

L

TALL
At 3 Company “Quix” tecently 2
man was asked the name of Nelson's
Flagihip, Unfortunatétly he war not
t00 sure. | he audiencs In attempting
to amist gave the “V" gga—he com-
plained to the Queation Master that
they were being rade.

Three blood transtusions were nes
cosary o save a woman patieat’s
life at & hogpital. A brawoy youny
Scotwman offered his blood. The

TALES
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patient gave him £10 for the Hrst
pint, £5 for the second piot—but
the thitd time she had so much
Scotch blood in her that she only
thanked bim.

A woman was bemoaning the fact
that ber husband bad left hee For
the sixth tlme, "Never mind” sym.
patbized bher nelghbour, "he'll come
back again” "Not this time” she
sobbed, "he's taken his dart board.”



THE

SPORTS AND =
PASTIMES: ¢ - -

We are hirm believers in the old
saying that “all work and no play
makes Jack a dull boy". But it is
Tommy in this case who has been
disporting himself.

In August last we had our Sports
Day. You remember that was the
day on which Summer fell in ]942,
and we made the wost of it. All
the senior Officers of the Forces
arvived and most of their Forces
came with them. The heads of the
cvil population came with their
population

The day was a howling succcss,
the bigh spots being the “tug o
war” in which the Fioneer Corps
beat 2 lusty Faerocse team, and the
races for the Boys and Girds who
skipped over the ground like grey.
bhounds.

We are looking forward to the
next Sports Day

Qur Football matches may not
have been up to the Wembley
standard of Jkill but we got plenty
of fun out of them. We played
against other upits, agalpst civilians
and interdCoy. matches. The sldll
of the civilians teams was a surn
prise to us and the games were
most exciting We hope to beat
them this year

Bang. Bang, Bang. That is the
nolse of three darts hitting the
board and it may be heard nightly
all over the Camps. The Group

W

Fl1TONEER

interSection compelhiion © going
great guns--| mean | great daris-
and the Ofbficers' Championship is
being fought to the last double and
the last dart Can anvbody say why
it 14 30 hard to geot double one®

We played 3 teom of Faeroese
lassics at Pass ball It is 2 game of
great skill and we intend to lesrn
more about it before we fry to play
them again.

Childrens’ Parties are 3 success
or they are not. Being Fioneers,
ours are in the “are” class. We made
toys. most of the food and a “Party”
spirit (not the bottled waricty).
Then we went into a huddle with a
commitice of local ladtes. The res
sult was three gaily decorated rooms
stulfied with toys, good food, or
chestra, jugglers, singess, artists and
what nots, Christmas Tree and child.
ren. All the Covs. sent helpers who
quickly made the kiddies feel a
home but could not understand the
demand for second and even third
cups of “Kaka”

Father Christmas paid a visit to
each of the parties and dealt out a
selection of toys which must have

made the kiddies think that here
was the real “Santa Claus” himself.
They sang and danced till the Band
were usted.  Their youthful
exuberance crept into the hearts of
even the most hard bolled Plonecerns.
who joined hands and danced as
lively a2 measure as any of the
children. OQur little guests enjoyed
the Parties. So did we

Qur compliments to our Group
Commander on a happy thought
organised to 2 happy conclusion.
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HARRINGATY

NOTES

Having now consumed timned
foods for nearly one year the says
ing: that a person has a “Castsiron
swomach is almost 2 fact Even M.
6 I says o “Tinopener' instead of
i MNogoo9

And whilst an this topic of re
medy and cure, may | bring the
new "Cure to all atlments, "M &
0. {Medicine and "Drome”—"Up the
Drrome’.

- L
&

In more serious vein, | would
like to point out that our standard
of heaith has been very high.

Entertainment of good quality (s
now regular and wvaried.

L

The NCOs of this Company
who have attended the 30 Group
. Courst bave almost withou
exception passed with flying colours
apd the mcn are all ready and keen
to exeel with the weapons of war ag
well as with weapoas of work,

™ &
™

S0 lar ahead are we that the
Ruassians have to keep on the “hurry
up' te catch with our ‘News Bulles
Hnd A thausand :ind one Hﬂt‘lgt
could be said to <how the improves
ment in conditions that have come
about since our arrival on the ls

11

tand, and now we know that nos
thing i gatoed wathout cifort, when
the need 15 obstrved, the efort will
be forthcoming, snd we loak to
with conhdence

the fuiure E T

-H-I'Hii I.'lI-:IF.I{

Fersonal Fars, Thase people whe
ashed about the funnysasting soup
the other night should kmnow that
the Sergeant.cook had 2 hand in it

- -

Several Pianeers have given their
girls wonderful presents while on
leave but who was the man who
gave his such a wonderful past?

L]

What shortsigiited Scotsmam got
off the leavesdrain at Edicburgh
and made the awful mistake of
going inte 2 place he thoughl was
marked “Laddres”?

- L
L]

Have you heard about the dumb
chap In the Company who was
courtiog 4+ local belle? When somer
one told him she was repugnant
he made franti: enquiries into how

much he stood in credit!

L] »
&

Whe committed suicide in the
canicen by saying that after he'd had
a good look around the Company
he'd decided that the stork and
the cuckoo were man and wife?
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Cookhouse
Philosophy.

By Sgt. & F. Chorchill,

"Good health, chum, jolly good
health.,” “VWhat's the grub lke?
Fassable? “It should be, it costs
well over L10,000 a year to feed a
Pioneer Corps Company.”

“What's that! The tea isn't sweet
-=you think the sugar boat must
have gone down? No, chum, it got
here all right. The ‘mistus’ at home
isn’t gething much sugar either, is
she? In fact vyou're gefting just
twice as much as the ‘missus'--twice
as much as the kids 100"

“Why?" "“Well chum, vou are a
contrary blighter aren't you? You
grouse because the tea isn't sweet
enough and when you're reminded
that you're getting twice as much
3 the folk back home you say
that's wrong and you don't want it
Chum, the reason you get twice a3
much sugar as the ‘missus’ and kids
is because of the job you're doing,
and the climate you're in. Yes, chum,
that's it, sugar is an cnergy food--
a fue! food and our cleverest dicts
icians have advised the British
army catering authorities on wha!
8 the minimum amount of sugar
and other foodstuffs that is necesss
ary to keep you healthy and enable
you to do the job vou're doing

12
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Cth ves, chum, the dietician blokes
have considered the question
coilective catering and have made
a sulbiciently lberal allowance to
he sure that you get considerahly
more than the minimum necessary
calories, vitamins, carbohydreats, fats,
proteins and sugar’

“What's that chum ?” "The ‘miss.
us' and kids " Ok yes, our diele.
tic sientists look after them too.
The rattoning schemes at home s
worked out by the PFoaod Ministry
in conjunction with the Ministry of
Economic Warfare, but the food
t.icatist has the deading voic on
what is the minimum of this or that
roodstuff that must be allowed for
the individual consumer, pius that
little hit extra, just in case. Winn.
ing the war is a big job chum—
fsn't it? And a complex one. Saving
all the shipping space that we pos
sibly can vet safeguarding the health
of the whole nation is just as ime
portant as killing Germans.”

“What's that, chum? The tea still
ism't sweet?”

“When you were on embarkation
leave the ‘missus’ gave you a better
cup of wellsweetened tea, on her
half as much as your armv allows
ance. than you are petting now’
I expect she did chum. My ‘little
lady did the same [or me, but |
have my doubts about that 'slims
ming rackel’ she said she had been
going ln for. Nol using sugar hers
seif indeed=but then wives are
wonderful: aren't they?"

of



IN FAEROQE LAND

Kains on the hills we see as we rise,

Rains on the hills hides the sun as it dies.

But through it all a glory will come,

A job te be done, 4 war to be won,

Toiling by mourning. tailing by night,

Toiling for the King and the things that are right.
The going 15 hard and the roads are rough,

The wilskins soaked, but, the men are tough.

We'll work, and sweat, and swear, and strain,
Untill the world knows peace again
Men of iron, men of steel,
Fach puting his shoulder to the wheel
Unull at last will come the day,
When we say goodsbye and sail away,
Leaving bebind us the job complete,
Where once was mud, now a city street,
W. T. Richards.

13



FITONEFFYFYR

THF

"Dammit! | ought not to have gone back

for that tin of Woodbines ™

14
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THE BANNER BRIGADE

The days are drawing out and
the gradual lengthentng of working
hours is making it increasingly difs
Heult to carry out instruction and
amusement programmes in the camp,

- L
&

The dining hall concerts have
unearthed some surprisingly good
talent and the sing songs have boen
well attended and much enjoyed.

The darts team bas still to be
beaten afier having playved matches
against most of the Companies in
ihe island and we undersrand that
Ptes. Coboon 6 Co. have alwo
achleved a2 considerable reputation
in the thitst quenching line.

The weekly whist drives have
proved popular and bave besa well
attended. In the Boxing arens the

oulstanding points have been the
greal improvement shown by Pre.
Martin and the guod showd put up
by LiCpl. Baied, Cpl Roach and
Ptes. Smith and Phtllips, All these
have worthily upheld the prestige
of the Company

The Discussion Group's last meets
ing under the chairmanship of the
C.5.M. provoked a liwely discussion
ow Social Services, The Handicraft
Section has up to the present been
exerting its efforts in making the
toys for the childrens" partics and

bas certzinly put up a very good
thow.

It is hoped that by the time this
is in print the recreation hut will
be in full use and the reading and

writieg room will be ready for
occupation.

ODE

Faroeroe pearis of the Alantic

In a setting 80 romantic,

Faroerne lsles of mist and mountains,
Rushing streams and eadless

fountalns.

Faroemne, lovely as you are,
I'd rather see yvou (rom afar
I think inside some cinema-,

Cpl. A ¥ Tras,



THE PIONEER

Letter
from
Home.

London, January, 1943

My dear Jack,

When | mentioned to your mother
that | was about to “write to Jack”, the
dog was in the room basking in the
warm radiance of a
good fire. Nearly asleep too. But the
word “Jack” awoke memories of
eighteen months ago, and he looked
up inquiringly as if to say, “Any news
of him”? The explanation is that a
number of soldier boys-and among
them a “Jack” - were billeted and far
away.

Several of them used to come in here
for tea, or a bath or a shave, quite often
all three of these. Jack was the one we
knew best but he used to be quite at
home with us. Bath and shave were the
most frequented activities, and more
often than not, in the summer anyway;,
he would shave while he lolled in the
hot water of the bath. The dog joined
in our extension of hospitality and they
knew each other well.

Jack later went out to Malta and has
come through that epic story of
endurance and fortitude. No
grumbles either. The old dog is now
between 11 and 12 years old as you
know so that was pretty good effort
for him, wasn’t it?

16

Since | wrote you, Christmas and
New Year have come and gone and we
have already got the thin edge of the
wedge of Time into 1943.

It was a cheerier Christmas, | think,
than any since the war began.

Everyone seemed to take more
interest in the festive season. Holly
branches and their red berries in the
arms of gladsome bearers were much
more in evidence. By the way | don’t
remember each profusion of red
berries as there has been this season.
There were battalions of Turkeys too,
on the tables of the London
merrymakers although nearly as
expensive as gold. Some of our
friends with small households
resorted to the expedient of having
half a turkey.

Well, we were glad to hear that
despite hurricanes and blizzards you
and you lads keep fit and well. | dare
say no microbes dare put their noses
into other peoples affairs so far north.
Incidentally it is interesting to know
that workers in refrigerated stores are
rarely molested with colds and such
like. There is some word of bread
being rationed to save shipping. We
are advised to use potatoes. No doubt
the advice is justified, for, if shipping
fails, we fail. We island fold live by
shipping. Before this war, we were
only able to supply %3 of our
requirements. Our tactful and
efficient Minister of Agriculture has
done well in sponsoring these efforts.
Where green grass waved pleasantly

THE PIONEER

and restfully to the eye there are
instead, in their season the sturdy
growth and waving plumes of
potatoes or the promising spears of
wheat and corn. These can be seen
from our sitting room window. A
London Club recently banned the use
of bread and rolls. Members ordering
soup, for instance, were issued with
potatoes in their jackets instead of a
roll. The cheese jackets instead of a
roll. The cheese ration is shortly to be
cut to 3o0zs. per person weekly.
Wonder of wonders, a real egg in the
shell made its appearance on our
breakfast table the other day - a
beautious stranger in the very truth,
nor did it get there by itself. 1 read
somewhere that we were to have less
meat in the near future and that
vegetables are to be the basis of our
food generally. The day lengthens
slowly down here. Lots of clouds
have helped the gloom of recent days.
But the sun is stirring. We shall soon
see a considerable difference in the
daylight. We rarely appreciate our
blessings until we lose them.
sparrows meet in Committees towards
sundown and hold great discussions
and make great decisions. From
higher up come the flutey notes of the
blackbird and the melodious song of
the thrush. A bird watcher told me the
other day that the predominance of the
blackbird this year was very marked:
so much so that it has attracted the
notice of experts who are trying to
solve the mystery. The German
Airmen have been over here again as

17

you know from the wireless. They
were on reprisal raids: Stupid anaemic
propaganda, but it seems to go down
with those gulliable folk over there. |
was out the dog the following
morning when | came across two
freshly made holes - not far apart
which looked like the imprint and
resting place of unexploded shells.
They turned out to be the resting place
of small delayed action bombs. The
area was later roped off and placarded
“Danger: unexploded bomb”. It has
often puzzled greatly how the
authorities ascertain that the holes
were bomb holes and not shell holes,
but you will know all about it.
| see we have a new “Typhoon”

fighter capable of doing 400 miles
per hour. It has been in action with
good results.

Goodnight and may all go well with
you.

Your affectionate
Dad.

“My big fights on tomorrow,
so if I ask for more beer,
don’t serve me, see?”’
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“She asks If 1 am getting nicely browned.”

Suspense s ¢ » b7 Col. 5. Lowi.

He geipped me round my slender  His fervent lips he pressed to mine,
neck, 1 gave him evety drop,

| cotld not call or scream, He drained me of my wvery seif,

He carried me to bis dicgy roem, | could not make him stop.
Where ke could not be seen.

He tore away my Himsy robe, He made me what I am today,
And looked upon mv form, That's why you HSnd me bere,
| wis 50 cold and shoking, A broken boitle thrown away,

Whilst be was 30 hot and warm. That once was full of Becr!

18
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THE ASH GROVE

COMPETITIONS

Army Educational "Apelling Bee”

Sergeants Mess V. Privates

Score: Sergeants Moss 34, Privates I8

It was gratifving to sce by the
attendance that this competition
held some interest for other than
the above mentioned teams, »o it is
hoped to repeat the ‘Bee at
carly foture date,

In this particular competition, the

Al

privates lcad from the beginning by

2 points. At the Sth round they
were still leading by 2 points, bur
in their magnanimous way, (who
mentioned “fatigues” ?) they decided
to give the Sergeants Mess "a chance’,
and in doing so, were beaten as the
above score shows. It was a “close”
match until the last two rounds
and the entertainmenl was thoroughs
ly enjoyed by all and caused great
amuysement

WHAT WE WANT TO KNOW.

When were the Faroe Islands dis-
covered and by whom etc.?

Should socks be damed on the
right or wrong side?

S We shail expect to see a re

ply to these quesiions in
next month’s isue
& L

FOR YOUR INFOREMATION
Question:— Why are Cabinet Mi:
nisters called “Cabinet Ministers' ™/
Answer=— The word ‘cabinet’ came
mto wse during the reign ol
Charles 1. This sovereign had
scveral favourite ministers whom
he used to consult in his own
private chamber or cahinet. Pan
liament passed an Act condemning
zll such secret conclaves. This
Act never came into operation,
and so gradually the Cabinet bes
came the ecstablished group we
know today.
It was not, however, until the
vear 1900 that the term “The Ca
binet” was used in Ofhcial dos

cuments.
L

L
MONTHLY SMILE:

Pioneer Company on route march
Enemys planes seen and heard aver.
head.

C. 5 M. "For (blue pencil) sake,
bovys, don't look up, we might be
taken for the Crystal Palace™

LlTTL't. CAIN:

“Father Adam, Father Adam, why are

u going to diverce Mother Eve?™
FAT IER ADAM: "She has been absent without leall”

19
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Random
Reflections.
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It's an amazing thing but having
decided 1o give the world the benehit
of the meanderings of 1 somewhat
futile brain. the moment pen or
pencil touches paper every ldea
vanishes into thin air and the mind
hecomes as blank that of a
Facroese sheep, always assuming of
course that a Faroese sheep poss
sesses 4 mind—a rather dowehtful
assumption. At any rate, here are
we, for the last few months living
on ote of the less beautiful pearls
of the north Atlantic, working day
ir and day out on a project the
importance of which we all realise.
not without a certain amount of
pride. And yet, 1 suppose the feel.
ings uppermost in everyones mind
are those of utter dreariness and
monotony undispelled - even by
home made amuscmenis, make bes
lieve pubs, which after all possess
no more attraction than the ordis
nary <anteen, cinema shows, good in
their way bul having nonc of the
glamour and joy of the suburban
picture house with its ganish lights,
its smartly uniformed damsels, or
its comfortable plush tip up chairs
Every amusement bas been provided
for us by the powers that be, but
there is alwavs somcthing lacking
It is an indefinable something
which | think it summed up in the
word variety.

L%t
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We Brtish in spite of our repu.
tation for being stolid, stodgy, are
a nation which must have 3 large
amount of excitement in our lives
We like to rush hither, thither in
bhuses, trams. through brilliant lighted
streets or along wide open arterial
roads in fast mosing molor car,

We like 10 dnnk our liguor in
a crowded bar, in an atmosphere
of tobacco smoke, stale heer, what
has been called the esprit du corps
humane, pushed from pillar to
post in an elfort to pay a shilling
for a pint of beer, grumbling all
the time, but in our hearts of hearts
we would not miss it all for worlds
We are, most of us, perfectly happy
to queue up io the pouring rain
for an hour in order to pay halr
a crown to stand for a further bour
and a half watching twenty two
other men kick a ball about in the
wel, yet in these northern islands
we grumble at having to walk a
quarter of a mile through grim but
certainly wonderful scenery to a
tirst ¢class band concert or a boxing
show, And in that one word [
think we have the answer to our
discontent. This is a grim country,
its grimness is depicted on the faces
of the inhabitants, a kindly hospit
able people in spite of their stern
and rather hard appearance. They
realise the hard, difficult and uns
ending battle which has to be
fought against the forces of nature
in order to live, they know nos

thing of the pleasant coolness of
an ozk treee on a hot summers day,
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ol fresh strawberries with Devons
shire cream, lashings of sugar they
have not tasted the jovs of a tramp
across the meadows or downs, that
eeting glimpse of the sea through
T tree lined gap, the cold ham, the
Stilton cheese washed down with
a pint of beer from a powter tanks
ard. .

All so jittle yvet 0 much. Sl
compensations can he found cven
in these hard northern [atitudes. The
sun shining on the snow covered
hills turning the country into one
mass of mother of pearl, the sight
of two, three and sometimes four
perfect rainbows stretching across
the Fjord, and seeming to end at
ones very feet The sunset over the
hills with its colourings, pink..
mauves, greens, blues and vermilions
and then of course the glory of the
northern lights, The sun transform:
ing the myriad waterfalls into e
bands of shimmering silver. Really
with a little thought one could go
on for ever

Try however to see life here from
the point of view of the people
who have lived their lives here,
whose forefathers have tamed these
unruly lands, and have torn a living
from them, Note the simplicity of
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theair Hwes, their honesty ot pur
pose, their delight in the simple
ﬂuﬂg:-. af life, a di'g,.".ﬂ work well
done, the pride in their home. fas
mily, the wmeal dragred from the
dtp!lu of the slOTmy Atlantic, their
haycrop torn from the soil, Have
you remarked the absence of police
in the island, the fa:! that they are
rendered unnecessary, not only by
the absence of arritating byeslaws,
but also by the absence of <rime
amongsit the inhabitants. When you
get really fed up think on these
things. retlect that with all these
discomforts and hardships you don't
have to worry where the next meal
is coming from be it only M.AV.
Your clothes, accommodation—even
your cigarettes are found for you
and when you do  get home
again you can bazk in the reflected
glory of having spent a2 winter in
storm curted Faroes and of having
borne a small part of the burden
invoived in the project which before
this considered an imo
possibility by Germans, Americans
and RKussians alike, but will have
been brought to a successful cons
clusion by those "Mad Dogs of
Englishmen who go out in the
noonday sun.” Oggic.

war W

“And, brothers™ said the Negro minister, “don’t run around

with other men's wives"”

At this point a man in the con.

gregation jumped up and snapped his Bngers. After the service
the man came round te apologize to the vicar, “Preacher, Ah'm
sorry | made that commotion in church, but dat sentence of
yours reminded me where | dona leave my umbrella yesterday.”
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THE SAND:BOYS' NOTES

This ix a roze devoted to us 30
perhaps we Lad better begin by in-
troducing ourselves.

Crar slogan is, “Give us the tools
and we'll get on with the job", and
it is with that spirit that the works
ing parties ltave camp ecach morn-
ing. We are not given to boasting,
but the unit that passes our pros
duction bigures will be the first,

Preduction is not the only thing
that we have the lead in; it is a
fact worthy of being noted down,
that we formed the vanguard of the
entire Garrison. For 2 considerable
time the majority of our personnel
were billeted In Hsh sheds and it
was those same men, who construc

ted 2 large part of the Hutted Camp.
Camp construction is not the nnﬂr
task at which we excel, the Ffact
that we have held most of the
mare important posts on the FB.ER.
it in itself a2 trbute to our claw of
workers.

Yes, there are not many jobs
that we have not had a hand in.
Special concreling work is done by
2 private of the company. We supply
clerks, batmen, medical orderlies
and any other type of worker that
you ask us for.

Finally, if ‘that man’ ever ftrics
to take this lsland, you will find
we will do our duty to the end.

. K.

“Adl 1 said was ‘Two and fourpence for twenty’."
12
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The BEACHCOMBERS Notes

When the Company Bag ceased
fiving proudly over Guildford in
those lar off days, it seemed to all
of us that the days of our sodal
activity were doomed. After a year
of thit solitary confinement on “the
Rock” we can look back over that
vear and fecl that despite such ad-
verse conditions we have at least
managed to keep our activities inm
all spheres at a reasonable level

As our main purpose on the lw
lands is efficiency in our job, the
first consideration is how have
we fared lo that line. We need not
go farther than to remember that
we were the first Company to get
sufficiently organised In all direcs
tion: to win the Colomel's Silver
Bugle and we can recall with pride
how hard and determinedly we
worked to sce that our Camp was
the Grst and finest of it's kind

Io the world of Sport our boxers
have had even more opportunity to
shine than n England. Pee. Russel
has taken on all comers from the ls
lands and still remaios the unde
feated champion in bis class, lic
Singh, Pte. Jones, Ljc. Ostle. Pte

Donoghue, Pte. Sladen—all are
names that are well known among
the boxing fans here and their
Eamtntu and H hﬁt‘g spirit  has
sen often p:rmrcﬁ and appreciated
in the n'.ng. In the Athletic meeting
too, we brought bhome a9 uunz
winners a3 any other Company an

proved that we could walk, run and
pull with the best.

Stage activities too have kept at
1 steadily level—-we have two regus
lar bandsmen who have played tor
gether since the Company's inception
and are still ‘swinging it QOur:
“Bing" is at the time of writing
still in Hospital in England, but
while here he was as popular 2
EVEE,

Whist Drives are held at regular
intervals and in our Camp now
Hourishes the “Brains Trust”—the
only one of it's kind here. Mecting
regularly every Sunday to discuss
and comment—all are welcome om
these evenings—apply Company
Office.

With set expressions and such
props. as Fevolvers, grenades, screams
ing minmics, stretchers, mugs, beds,
boxes etc., come the enthusiasts of
the theatre—nobly struggliog along
with a production of "Journeys
End”. The first of it's kind from
this Garrison, it has many of our
men in It's leading roles and will
be excellent fare for playgoers.

And so we carry on with the

old flag still Aving from the mast
head. To all points of the lsland
go our members—the dear old Come.
pany. is Ful]lng more than her
welght. While there’s 2 job to be
done efficiently, a matter requiring
special gualifications,—then a1 2b
ways they can call wpom us
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Sandy and
his Medical

by 7. Martfin.

Whit 2 turn up in the McMNab's
hoose last week—5andy got called
up for his Medical. Opening the
letter he cried “Maggie, the Second
Front is gonny stert ocany meenit
noo—A've fac get examin't fur the
Army.” His wife looked up from
washing the breakfast dishes and
laughed at him.-"You" she cried
“You're nae use for the sodgers.”
"Huh—that's whit you think"” says
Sandy—"}ist think hoo pleased Stas
lin "ull be when he hears A'm goin'
intae action. Heaven help they Na
zls when ah get near them wi' ma
bayonet,” continued Sandy, steetchs
ing himself to his full Bve fect four.

Having bad a nice warm bath the
night before, and dressed in his
pew Blue suit, Sandy next morning
set out for his Medical. “Ab think
A'll walk it” he remarked to Maggie,
“and gie masel’ a rar healthy look
afore ah sees the doacturs. “Ye fair
fancy yermsel' " retorted Maggic “but
ver mo’ in the Cummandos yit and
whit's mair, sec 3and come . back in
time for yur dinner—A'm no gonny
sit here aw efternin keepin' a dinner
warm fur you—vyou and yur Cume
mandos-<A'm gaun wi' Bella tae see

24
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Clark Gable in the Paramount at
hapf past two.”

About three hourd later Sandy rev
turned and his face was tripping him.
“Whit's up” asked Maggie, "Everys
thing” replied Sandy, and sat down
in 2 chair. “Whit are they gonny
pit ye intac?' "By the things they
guys sald tac me, A'h think It be
a nursing bame” said 3Sandy, and
started to tell what had happened
“Alfter signing 3 paper that ab wisn'y
daft—had never been ill in ma life—
and aw the rest o' it, ah took aff
ma claes and the doacturs goat
busy on me.” He lit a cigarette and
continuecd, "Five o' them there wis
tae, the frst tell't me tae read a2
board wi' a loat o' wee letiers it. .
ah couldnae dac it wi' ma wan cye
. .« another looked intas ma ears—
musia thought ah wis coam beef—
goat me tae stan’ oan wan Ht....
hit ma knee wi' a wee rubber hams
mer-bending and stretching and
whit nut—then the last wan listened
intae ma hert”

Sandy rambled om. and at hst
Maggie sald “And whit grade did
they pit ve intae? “Ah went up
tae the table expecting tae be grade
wan, but the fella gie'd me a caird
and this letter.” Real disgusted like,
he hapded it tze Maggie—"Fair o
glesses” she muttered, “Here—awa'
doon tae the coarner fur a coupla
glesses, but jist tell yur pals ve wis
too auld fur the Cummendos™
PS5, For real English transation

%Iem :pphr to any. good
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WINDYRIDGE NOTES

Remember the wind, the rain and
that first leave boat arriving, and the
welcome our new visitor recerved!
That twentyfour hours in the har
bour was an anxious wait; we've
no doubt, though, that one and all
made up for it, and their hazards
ous homeward journey, by a happy
Christmas ‘li home.

Looking back, our time hasm't
been too bad! . . . at Brst the novels
ty of the Islind, pative customs,
and the continous daylight, offset
the poor summet and the mud at
Our camps.

We missed our cinemas, untll we
found we had forgotten all about
them, and we began to settle down
in our usual way when the link
between home and ourselves was
joined, in the form of mail.

The price of fags, and the goods
ness of the beer was a pleasure
anto itself: and many an exciting
evening at Boxing and the football
matches; there's a whisper that,
amongst the more recent companies,
there are some “bigshot' teams that
will take some beating!

Came the mobile cipema, and
concrete paths, and things began to
look up, our beds were comfortable,
huts . were belng wired down, and
-coal was arriving by the hundred
ton.

Concerts appeared when daylight
and working hours became shorter
and we pay particular compliments
to our Pioneer Bands and the more
recent EEN.S.A. party.

M &
L

Qur cooks excelled themselves at
Christmas and it was indeed a
happy one¢, commencing with a
friendly gesture on the part of the
Sergeants’ Mess, inviting the Cor
porals to a Christmas Eve party,
which, from all accounts, was a
splendid success. The old Canteen
gaily decorated, was popular too,
and did record business all through,
Oar P. R 1. profits have sadly
dwindled, we admit, but we can
not feel otherwise than that it was
well spent.

- o
L]

Qur Scottish friends did not for
sake New Year, and falling snow,
with chilly winds at midnight, did
not deter them from gustily singing
the old year out and the new year

.
] L3

&

Yes! 1943 looks bright, with
the Silver~Bugle In our keeping
and leave still progressing . .. the
back of the winter, and of our job
onn this Island, broken, we think . .
... more daylight and a brighter
summer abead while we get nearer
to Victory.
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NOTES

Mot thinking mén are inclined
v pealise that there are big fnsues
at stake behind the present confhict
of Miltary powers, blg Spiritesl
ey We know that thiv 15 troes
and it is in conmection with thesc
maccs that we are wriling. Man &
more than phyviica! nature He s a
woeirl: his epirit divects hizs actons
The Worship of Almighty God b
esentizl #5 min's true well being
The Chorch in cur midst scehs o
offer you opportunity for Wonhip
and Service. In Wonbip in the

PIONEER

fellonship of the congregation you
cam find that which will  tmsplre
you in these difficui times aad
raise you sbove your covironment
snd diffculter We iavite you fo
dain us in Worship and Praise and
Prayer aod Thanksgivieg to Geod,
agur Father. Sundasy by Sunday
Corvices are held every Sundsy in
the Lutheran Chusches Your Seno-
minstion does not matter, the ser.
vice is slmple and open to all For
Communicants there are  regular
oppertunities provided for receiving
the Hiessed Saceament. The Fadro
here are alway willing 1o help
with personal maticrs, 30 approach
them.
Pades i O, B, Kosarlsss,
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THE SILVER BULLETS

Ve are proud of gur pame. I
you dont understand why we bave
it, Mk one of ws of some other

saldice
™l

"

We will :oon be finished with
evening  Introctonal Pacades be
cawe the dadly bours of work bave
been made longer. Well everything
has it's drawhacks, as the man sald
whea his Mother In Law died and
he kid to pay the funrra] expenses.

L
Napoleon is wmid to have crosed
the Alps in an open I:-mt.hpum
show compared with croming this
Tslind in a.n uptn thruton.nu

As far are we _ﬂ;: u:rnumnd. leave
s something like nothing only there
does not appear to be any of ft

Theme song for leave parties:

“Waiting, waiting., waltiog''.

Motto for smme-
“I go = | ¢ocme bfk“
-]

It 5 guite common {0 sce 3 COnv
jarer bring rabbits out of a tep
hat. We claim to be the fmr of
the Ploager Corps ro have 2 pig
for a pork dinper taken omt of a
“*Cap FS-';{\':W Tty "n:trr sweel).

We are very young, the bables
of the Geoup In fact. We will celes
brate ogr 1st Birthday s 2 couple
of months H has been sald that
in this war, youth will tefl. Nothing
otw in thet Youth always did tell
but we have leamed to keep oux
mouths shat (Security Secton plesse
st

* L]

Hll'f-éxjrl.lﬂmmpl;lﬁlljnbnhth
for Security remons must remain

pameless, two of our Sectloos know
how the Pyramids were bullt

We regret to aascunce the des
parture of our genial second P
A man with the sun in his heant
sure, was Masjor T. H.Briggs, M. C,
His wolce and hls imile wert so
eheerful, we were always Hippy
when he came alomg (0 Inspeet oc
instroct = or dropped in for an
odd cup of tea.

—

VALE

n

We knew that bt must get pros
motion and that he would be taken
sway bot all of wi hope wmost
sincerely fo mect him 3gain somt
Bne day.

Til cthen we all beartily wish
you good humdngy wherever you
g9. Glve a thought sometimes to the
Faroes. Cheerio, Unde Tom, chectio.
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% EDITORIAL :

Tis  passing indeed,
to fnd the
say at the end
instead of bagain HESt pave
and the best proor all for hime
sebl. But we {why vhe heck s an
Editor always "W looked on the
production of this book as 1 job
and like good Ploneers always do,
we compieted it snd then found
time to talk about it

What do you think of No. | of
your Magazine now that you have
cead it? Well, maybe vou are right
but don't forget pou wrote it. We
take quite a good wview and we
offer congratulations to  all the
authors and artists whose efforts
appear therein. Not forgetting a
special word of thanks to one or
two keen lads who have given a
lot of time ta help pet this issuc
published, We would also like to
say bow much we appreciate the
kindly assistance we received from
the staff of our contemporary “Fans
faroe” who placed their local knows
Jedge entirely at our disposal,

We are even now in process of
preparing No. 2 for prinling and
will be glad to reecive any Mass,
or drawings you may feel in the
humour to produce (including some
of the rude remarks about our
selves). Please have your Mas, typed—--
a fag to your Coy. clerk will fix

sirange,
Editor having
-:r‘.' 'h'.'

thia

"
il
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8

this—. We will print your name as
author or a nomme de plume, which.
ever you give us. Contribunons
should be short, the length of the
articles in this issue will give you
the length we like to et Drawings
must be in black and whate.

Get cracking then, and hand you
stulf to your Coy. representative
fer transmission to our Editorlal
Buildivgs (I nearly wrote “Hut™).

Fegarding the notes far vour Coy.
page— We received quite 2 lot but
they were of interest to nobody
except 1 few of the members of
the Coy. We were reluctantly coms
pelied to blueepencil them. Try and
make these noles and items peculiar
to your Coy. but with a touch of
gencra) information and iuterest in
them, | know It aln't easy but i
can be done.

We also received a large number
of humourous arficles, paragraphs
ete. We found we had te eliminate
these with a red pencil as the nor
mal Editorial blue peocil did not
show up against the colour of the
humour. "Keep the party clean”. Do
not write fo us pointing out that
we have omitted this and that, We
know it. Blamme “security”.

We are about to proceed by boal
to ipterview the Printer. We trust
that you would wish us “Bon
voyage'.



